
THYAGARAJA FESTIVAL
Visitors Guide

WELCOME TO THE CLEVELAND THYAGARAJA FESTIVAL
On behalf of the Aradhana Committee, we are 
happy to welcome you to the 41st annual 
Cleveland Thyagaraja Festival, held at Cleveland 
State University in downtown Cleveland! 

The yearly festival is not only a chance to hear 
wonderful music, but it is also a time to catch up 
with our entire extended festival family. When 
you come to Cleveland, we at the Aradhana 
Committee consider you family and we want you 
to feel the same way. There are many here who 
have been coming to the festival for years - if you 
have any questions or need assistance, please feel 
free to reach out to a volunteer or a veteran 
attendee - everyone is happy to help!

We provide continuous programs from 
8am-11pm on most days. You are welcome to 
come and go as you please to make this 
experience comfortable for you and your 
family.

We are 100% run by volunteers, who take time 
out of their busy career and family lives to 
make this festival experience great for all of 
you attending. If you wish to volunteer, we 
are always looking for help!

To view this guide online, please visit 
http://www.aradhana.org/visitors-
guide.html

http://www.ecgroup-intl.com/
http://www.ecgroup-intl.com/


OTHER HOTELS

Find other deals 
around the area here:

http://www.aradhana.org/
accom.html

CROWNE PLAZA

Formerly the Wyndham, Crowne 
Plaza is also walking distance from the 
venue. There is a free trolley service to 
CSU. More information can be found 
here:

http://www.riderta.com/sites/
default/files/schedule-pdfs/
Trolleys.pdf

THE COMFORT INN

Our hospitality partner the Comfort Inn is located directly across 
the street from Cleveland State, making it the most convenient 
place to stay, especially for those with limited mobility. 
However, you'll want to book early, as there is limited 
availability due to artist bookings - especially the first weekend 
of the festival. 

Book early!

Accomodations 
fill up quickly, 
especially on 

the first 
weekend

The closest airport to Cleveland State is Cleveland 
Hopkins International. There are a number of 
ways to travel from there to your hotel

TRAIN

Located in the airport, the Rapid Transit costs $2.50 and 
will take you to Terminal Tower in downtown Cleveland. 
From there, you can take either a free e-line Green bus to 
travel to CSU or a $6-7 taxi or Uber/Lyft ride.

RIDE SHARE SERVICE

Traveling from CLE Airport

BEFORE YOU ARRIVE
Accomodations & Travel

You can take an Uber or Lyft from the airport straight 
to Cleveland State for $13-20.



CONCERTS & PERFORMANCES

The majority of our festival programming will 
be in Waetjen Auditorium, with some 
additional concerts held in Drinko Recital 
Hall. These two halls are both located in the 
Music Building at CSU:

2001 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44115

There are also late-night concerts on most 
days in the Comfort Inn Ballroom, located at:

1800 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44115

Please visit the front desk 
near the main entrance of 
Waetjen - you will 
usually find Cleveland 
Balu (co-founder and 
president of the 
Aradhana Committee) 
and his team there, and 
they will be happy to 
answer any questions you 
might have!

AT THE FESTIVAL
Venue Information

MUSIC COMPETITION PARKING

○

All rehearsals and 
workshops will be 
held at the 
Crowne Plaza at 
Playhouse Square, 
walking distance 
from the Music 
Building.

Wolstein Center
2000 Prospect Ave E, Cleveland, OH
- 5 minute walk from the Music Building

PUBLIC PARKING

○ https://www.csuohio.edu/parking/general-
information-visitor-parking-information

○ https://www.csuohio.edu/sites/default/files/media/
parking_services/documents/Neighborhood%20Parking%
2010.24.17.pdf

○ Hilton Garden Inn Downtown
1100 Carnegie Ave, Cleveland, OH 44115
- 10 minute walk from the Music Building

The music competition is held in three buildings 
concurrently:

DANCE 
WORKSHOP & 
REHEARSALS

Parking at the festival is extremely 
challenging - we encourage you to 
carpool or take public transportation. 

Since college is in session, most 
parking lots are reserved during the 
day for students, faculty, or staff. 
While parking is often free after 6 
PM, overnight parking is prohibited, 
and the Cleveland State police will 
ticket cars parked illegally. 

The parking lot directly in front of 
Waetjen Auditorium is reserved for 
those with handicapped passes. All 
others will be ticketed and towed.

Many hotels in the area offer free 
shuttles. In addition, the e-line tolley 
is a free shuttle that sevices Euclid 
Avenue.  

Here are some links from Cleveland State with 
parking information for visitors:

The Music Building○



PANCHARATHNA KRITHIS

During many of our headline programs, the first 
few rows of Waetjen are reserved for Visiting Artists, 
Sponsors, and Dignitaries. If you were sitting in those 
seats during an earlier concert, you will be asked to 
move for the headline concert.

The rest of the auditorium is seated on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Since we have continuous 
programming from 8 am - 11 pm, we may clear the 
auditorium before ticketed cocerts and ask everyone to 
show their wristbands upon re-entry. We understand 
that this is an inconvenience, but it is done to ensure 
that we are being fair to all attendees who bought 
tickets. 

The Aradhana Committee and attendees take 
great pleasure in seeing all the visiting artists 
participate in the group renditions of the 
Thyagaraja Pancharathna Krithis. It's one of 
our favorite parts of the festival!

If you would like to participate, please ensure 
that you are present backstage no later than 
8:15 on Saturday, March 31st so that volunteers 
can seat you comfortably and set the stage.

NEW THIS YEAR: Cleveland State University 
has asked us to strictly adhere to the fire code. 
This means that when the hall reaches capacity, 
we will not be allowing anyone into the 
auditorium. To ensure that everyone has the 
chance to participate in the Krithis, we will be 
opening up the auditorium and stage at Drinko. 

TICKETS

For a schedule of events, please visit: 
www.aradhana.com/schedule.html

The majority of our programs are free and 
open to the public. For admittance to our 
limited number of ticketed programs, please 
visit www.aradhana.org/tickets.html



MEALS & TIMING
The Aradhana Committee organizes lunch and 
dinner every day, for purchase on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

LUNCH

If these timings do not work for you or you are 
looking for a change of pace, there are many 
vegetarian-friendly area restaurants within 
walking distance that festival-goers enjoy. We 
encourage you to give them your business!

○

○

○ Friday, March 30th: lunch will be served from
12 pm-1:30 pm in two locations - at CSU behind
Waetjen and in the Comfort Inn ballroom.

Saturday, March 31st: lunch will be served 
from 11:30 am-2:00 pm at the Wolstein Center, 
a 5-minute walk across Euclid Ave. To ensure 
that lines are as short as possible, you must 
choose one of three time slots for Saturday 
lunch. Please pick up your FREE ticket in the 
lobby of the Music Building for the time slot of 
your choice by Saturday mid-morning.

All other days: lunch will be served from 12 
pm-1:30 pm in the Comfort Inn ballroom.

Please eat breakfast before you arrive at the festival 
on Saturday, March 31st. In a change from previous 
years, the first meal we will be serving is lunch.

Our goal is zero waste every year! To that end, 
we will have "compost" and "recycle" bins at 
every meal, and we ask for your help sorting 
your plates and utensils. Read more about our 
zero-waste story here:

http://www.aradhana.org/blog/2014/03/our- 
zero-waste-story.html

We have helped other organizations with 
composting waste, so if you or your 
organization would like more information, 
come talk to us!

DINNER
Dinner will be served every day from 
7-9:30 pm in the Comfort Inn ballroom

○



Food and drink are not allowed in the auditorium. Please pick up any trash in 
the auditorium as you leave - even if it isn't yours!

Like in any downtown university, we ask that you keep safety in mind. You are 
responsible for your childrens' safety, and we ask that they are always under 
your direct supervision

CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY

We are guests at the university, so please be respectful! College classes are in session, so 
please stay in our festival areas at all times - we do not want to disturb any CSU classes

○

○

○

○

○ Restroom and emergency exits are all marked, per federal regulations

To report any campus emergency dial 9-1-1 or 8-9-1-1 from any campus telephone. Most CSU 
phones have been upgraded with a dedicated "911" button near the upper right corner of the 
phone that provides direct contact with a CSU Police Dispatcher. For non-emergencies, call (216) 
687-2020.

CSU POLICY CHANGES

○

○

○

No littering is permitted;- please dispose of your trash in the correct bins

EFFECTIVE SEPT 2013: Cleveland State University has become a NO SMOKING campus including 
outside buildings and on sidewalks. Police will enforce these laws.

Please look for recycling containers for plastic bottles, soda cans, and glass
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